
Getting ready
 for a referendum?READY. SET. GO.

It’s time to inform your voters!
  

Hello! We’re Mary Pat and Jeff -
communications professionals with years of

school industry expertise. We understand schools 
and their unique needs. We offer school districts 
marketing services to get their referendum ready 

for a successful election. We have the knowledge, 
experience, and resources to help school districts 

inform voters about why passing a levy is important 
to children, families, and the community. As a virtual 

agency, we bring districts value by providing years 
of experience with high-quality expertise and

low overhead.  

Why Do You Need Our Help?
Running an election campaign is a high-risk, 

time-consuming endeavor often entrusted to busy 
district staff with little campaign experience. 

Our team has proven success with setting and 
implementing referendum campaign strategy 

within the limits of your state’s statutes.  

How Can We Help Your School District?
Mary Pat and Jeff bring over two decades of

branding, public relations, communications, and 
marketing experience to determine the scope of 
your specific needs. We use research to develop 

timely communications plans that give you the 
greatest return on investment. We develop key 

messages and create custom marketing materials 
and electronic communications. Our team has

delivered results for Anoka-Hennepin, Chatfield, 
Eden Prairie, Little Falls, Pelican Rapids, 

Robbinsdale, St. Croix Central (WI), St. James, 
Waconia, and Westonka school districts as well as 
Minnesota School Boards Association, and others. 

How Much Will It Cost?
The investment may be much less than you

think, and the return on that investment can be 
substantial. We understand that school budgets are 
limited.  We will prepare a communications plan for 
your district that reflects your needs.  At a cost of a 

fraction of one percent of your referendum goal, 
we are  a wise investment.

When Should You TakeThe First Step?
The time to act is now. Community engagement 

early on in the process is key to a successful
campaign. We can help assess your current 

situation quickly, put together a potential budget 
based on the scope of services you need, schedule 

a kickoff meeting, and begin work within days. 

OUR PHILOSOPHY: 
a 4-legged stool for success

1. Upfront community engagement 
2. Realistic project and tax impact 

3. A targeted, strategic communications plan -  
with custom, branded messaging

4. An active citizens’ advocacy committee 

What Services Do We Offer?
• Research, Community Engagement  

& Strategic Planning
We’ll do research through a kick-off meeting with 

the superintendent, business manager, and 2-3 key 
school leadership members. We’ll interview local 
businesses, conduct surveys and focus groups, 

perform a mini-communications audit, backgrounding, 
and a news analysis. Based on our findings, we’ll 

create a comprehensive strategic communications 
plan that walks you step-by-step through 

each week to election day.
• Key Communications

We’ll develop key communications messaging, 
talking points, and a custom tagline crafted to

resonate with your target audiences. 



• Story Telling
We’ll write stories to bring your referendum to life,

engage groups, motivate individuals, and showcase your 
successes. We’ll coordinate and pitch your stories to 

newspapers and other media, too.
• Photography & Video

We’ll document your district’s needs, showcase
your unique requirements, and tell your stories through 

authentic photography and video.
• Graphic Design

We’ll create a custom referendum logo for your district
to visually reinforce and capture your message — an 

important step that shouldn’t be overlooked. We’ll bring 
expertise to your web pages and newsletters, create

templates for all your communications, design charts
and graphs, posters, direct mailers, and more.

• Social Media & eMail Campaigns
We’ll help you set up social media. And get you

started with a cost-effective email campaign. 
 

OUR TRACK RECORD –  
DehlerPR & MP+G Marketing Solutions

Where schools turn for referendum results 
“MP+G Marketing partnered with us in communication
and marketing efforts for our high school facility bond

referendum...They were tireless in their efforts to
aggressively develop effective strategies in a variety of

mediums (print, video, website, email, social media) that 
were very well received by the public and critical in the 

passage of our project. They were extremely effective...
incorporating survey data into our messaging which 

was central to the success of the information marketing 
campaign. There is no doubt in my mind that MP+G was 

crucial to the success of our election. 
I highly recommend them.” 

Edward J. Harris | Superintendent
CHATFIELD PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

“MP+G created a distinctive, custom campaign for
our referendum, they helped us better understand our

audience and developed a sound strategy to reach our 
goals. We added 1,200 total voters...and a staggering 

1,000 of them were Yes voters. Statistically, that is
impressive no matter how you look at it... Regardless of
the margin, (this) is a huge win! The district’s relationship 

with the community is stronger now than before the
election and our community is better informed and

better prepared to meet our students’ needs.”
Stephen Jones | Superintendent

LITTLE FALLS COMMUNITY SCHOOLS

“MP+G Marketing was a true asset in our referendum
process. They helped with website information,

communications, and the design of a perfect logo for our 
scenario. We had 6 failed attempts at a building bond 

(without a consultant). With their help, it passed on the 7th 
attempt! We are very appreciative of the work that they did.” 

Becky Cselovszki | Superintendent
ST. JAMES PUBLIC SCHOOLS

Looking for a winning team to help
guide your campaign? 

Meet your award-winning Campaign Strategists.
Mary Pat McNeil | Content Marketing 

& Campaign Strategist 
MP+G Marketing Solutions

MP+G Marketing Solutions provides cost-
effective marketing solutions for bond 

and levy referendum campaigns for public 
school districts like yours! Mary Pat, known 
for her creative voice and vision, helps school districts tell 

their unique story and engage their communities by
delivering compelling brand strategy and marketing

campaigns. Her work has been on the receiving end of 
several industry awards at the state and national levels. 

Mary Pat is a Constant Contact Solution Provider.

Greg Smith | Creative Design Strategist
MP+G Marketing Solutions

Greg is an award-winning creative director 
with design experience on both the agency 

and corporate sides. His clean, insightful 
design helped win bond referendum 
campaigns for Chatfield, Little Falls,  

St. James, Pelican Rapids, and Westonka school districts.

Jeff Dehler, APR | Media Relations 
& Campaign Strategist

DehlerPR
DehlerPR is an independent public

relations firm that matches communications 
professionals with clients based on the 

client’s industry and needs. Services
include communications planning, public affairs, crisis

communications, and media relations training. Jeff has led 
communications efforts for a top 10 Minnesota school 

district, a metro-area county, and the state’s first
commuter rail line.

For a winning campaign call: 
Mary Pat 612.483.2302 or Jeff 763.443.1093

 


